Repairing Permissions on Mac OS X 10.3.x

Introduction
Regularly repairing permissions on your Mac OS X boot drive is an essential
maintenance task and one of the first things to try if you are experiencing strange

behavior with your Mac.

Finding the Disk Utility
Before getting started you need to find the Mac OS X Disk Utility. In the Finder navigate
to the Application’s folder.
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There you will see a sub-folder named Utilities.
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In the Utilities folder you will see the icon for the Disk Utility.
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Using Disk Utility to Repair Permissions

When you start the Disk Utility application you will see something similar to the screen-
shot below. Repairing disk permissions is a simple two step process.

Disk Utility =

~1114.5 GB Maxtor 6Y120M0 " First Aid Erase Restore -
= | . axtor

4 Music HD

=4 eDrive
_— » You can verify or repair any velume format supported by Mac OS5 X.
=] 149.1 CB 5T3160023A5 = First Aid cannot repair a write-protected disk, a CD-ROM, or a disk with open files. To
:1 Macintosh HD repair or verify the startup disk, boot from the Mac OS X Install CD and select Disk Utility
from the Installer Menu.
= You may only repair permissions on a volume with Mac OS X installed.
» If Disk Utility cannot make repairs, try other disk repair programs or back up your data
and erase the volume.

To use First Aid, select the volume and click a repair button.

, Verify Disk Permissions \

, Repair Disk Permissions \ Repair Dish

"1 Mount Point: /[ Capacity : 148.9 GB (159,907,630,080 Bytes)
._:, Format : Mac OS5 Extended (Journaled) Available : 126.0 GB (135,304,851,456 Bytes)
Permissions Enabled : Yes Used : 22.9 CB (24,602,775,552 Bytes)
Number of Folders : 27,369 Mumber of Files : 161,667

A) Select the disk partition where Mac OS X is installed. This is generally called ‘Macin-
tosh HD’

B) Click the Repair Disk Permissions button to start the repair process.
While the process is running you will see details of any repairs that took place in the

display area in the center of the screen. When the display indicates that the process is
complete you can quit Disk Utility.
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